, a = 12.456(3) Â, b = 5.008(1) Â, c = 13.681(4) k,ß = 96.017(4)°, V= 848.7 Â 3 , Z = 4, Rgt(F) = 0.057, wRreiF 2 ) = 0.166, T= 296 K.
Source of material
The title compound was synthesized by reaction of hydroxyurea (0.026 mol) with benzyl chloride (0.034 mol) in methanol (100 ml) in the presence of potassium hydroxide (0.034 mol). After refluxing for 13 h, the solution was distilled in the reduced pressure at 35 °C. The resulting crude solid was filtered and washed by trichloromethane, then recrystallized in acetone/trichloromethane (5:2, v/v), filtered and dried. Colorless needle-shaped single crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray structure determination were obtained by slow evaporation of the mixed solvent acetone/n-hexane (9:11, v/v) at room temperature for one week (m.p. 140 -142 °C). 
Experimental details

Discussion
In the title crystal structure, the conformations of the Ν-O and C=0 bonds are anti to each other (figure, top), similar to that observed in l-(2-fluorobenzyl)-l-(2-fluorobenzyloxy)urea [1] , Nhydroxyurea [2] [3] [4] [5] , 1-hydroxy-1-methylurea and l-hydroxy-3-methylurea [6] . The length of the carbonyl bond (C=0) in above hydroxyurea derivates [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] is longer (> 1.25 Â), but the values observed in the title compound is in the normal range of 1.19 -1.23 Â and obviously shorter (< 1.25 Â). This may be related with the hydroxyl group etherification, which suggests that the structure has not an H atom of hydroxyl group to form intramolecular hydrogen bonding with 02. The C-Ν bond lengths in the urea group (1.274 (3) 
